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   The Colorado Public Utilities Commission (PUC) has come under closer scrutiny than perhaps ever before after accusations of being too chummy with legislators drafting legislation implemented by the agency. Much of today’s edition covers bills introduced this session that seem to signal recognition of the PUC’s true purpose. 
House Bill 12-1172:  This bill may be the result of all the hoopla generated when Xcel Energy (Xcel) wound up on the losing end of its battle with Louis Bacon, owner of Trinchera Ranch, located in Colorado’s picturesque San Luis Valley. Readers may recall, Xcel decided last year it could meet the requirements of Amendment 37 (2004) without the massive transmission line across that ranch. 
   HB 1172, as amended by the House Agriculture Committee, “conditions the PUC’s imputation of the carbon tax on the actual adoption of a carbon tax as a part of federal law.” The revised fiscal impact statement by the Colorado Legislative Services Staff explains, “This bill specified that the PUC may input the cost of a federal carbon tax only if such a tax is adopted at the federal level.” 
   Current Colorado law allowed the PUC “to input the cost of a carbon tax imposed at the federal level when calculating an electric utility’s investments and comparing the cost of maintaining existing infrastructure with the cost of replacing existing power plants with more energy-efficient power plants.” Of course, Xcel took advantage of it probably believing the PUC and ratepayers would not notice. Colorado ratepayers are still waiting to see if Xcel will be forced to disclose if, and if so how long, it has been “inputting” the cost of a carbon tax in its rate increase requests. 
   In 2010, Xcel’s director of resource planning acknowledged that “the company at one point was inputting a carbon proxy price of $20 per ton on CO2 and raising it by 7 percent a year.” 
   Readers may or may not be aware, but the “cap and trade” legislation (also known as carbon tax legislation) was never passed by Congress way back when, and there has been nary a whisper about it in Washington during this session so far. 
Lead Sponsor of House Bill 12-1172: Representative Spencer Swalm, R-Arapahoe, 866-5510. No sponsor as yet in the Senate. 
Point-of-Information: Last year, after reams upon reams of paper and untold millions of trees killed, Xcel suspended its efforts to build the transmission line across Louis Bacon’s Trinchera Ranch in the San Luis Valley, announcing, “The proposed Southern Colorado transmission line no longer makes sense . . .” its electric resource plan filed with the PUC highlighted “several factors that led to its decision, including the economy and reduced energy demand.” 
   The blunt version of the reasons why would probably sound something like this: “Xcel ran up against an owner who couldn’t be run rough-shod over, who had the big bucks to fight them tooth and nail and pierce the façade of necessity.”
House Bill 12-1123: The PUC is getting more than usual attention this legislative session as reasoned early in this edition. HB 1123, if passed and enacted, requires the Director of the PUC to “present an annual report to the Joint House and Senate Transportation Committee regarding energy utility rate cases heard before the PUC for the past two years.” The report is to address only matters within the scope of the evidence and testimony presented on the record in a rate case hearing, and must include: 
	the disposition of each rate case; 

the amount of any rate change expressed as a percentage of the total amount billed to ratepayers per month and per year; and
the dollar amount of the average change in monthly bill paid by each ratepayer. 
   One can hope this bill is in response to the considerable criticism directed toward the PUC that under previous leadership the agency had lost sight of its responsibility to the citizens of Colorado. 
Lead Sponsor of House Bill 12-1123: Representative Kathleen Conti, R-Arapahoe/Jefferson, 866-2953; and Senator Suzanne Williams, D-Arapahoe, 866-3432. 
House Bill 12-1121: Yet another bill directed at Colorado’s PUC, HB 1121 concerns the “utility ratepayers’ bill of rights for customers of investor-owned utilities in Colorado.” 
   The passage of Amendment 37 created somewhat of a whirlwind (no pun intended) toward establishing Colorado’s Renewable Energy Standard (RES). Additional legislation expanding that RES has been passed since Amendment 37 went into the statutes. 
   HB 1121 which was amended by the House Transportation Committee so thoroughly, everything below the enacting clause was stricken, and new language substituted. The so-amended bill was then referred to the Committee of the Whole. 
   The revised impact statement of the Colorado Legislative Council Staff explains the amended bill as “authorizes the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (PUC) to suspend, for a period of up to 10 years, implementation of the 30 percent Renewable Energy Standard (RES) beginning in 2020, if it determines that implementation creates undue financial burden on ratepayers. The bill is effective upon signature of the Governor or upon becoming law without his signature.” 
   At this writing, HB 1121 would apply to Cooperative Electric Associations, Municipally-Owned Utilities with more than 40,000 customers, and Investor-Owned Utilities, but look for some really aggressive lobbying by the various segments of the utilities industry due to expenditures and plans already underway. 
Sponsor of House Bill 12-1121: Representative Ray Scott, R-Delta/Mesa, 866-3068. No sponsor in the Senate as of this writing. 
House Bill 12-1140: This bill concerns suicide prevention programs throughout the state when a minor who has attempted suicide is treated. 
   HB 1140 adds a duty to the coordinator of suicide prevention programs. When the hospital treats a minor who has attempted suicide, the hospital is required to “educate and provide oral and written information to parents, relatives or other persons to whom the minor will be released, prior to the minor’s release, regarding warning signs of depression, risk factors of suicide, methods of preventing suicide, available suicide prevention resources and any other information concerning suicide awareness and prevention.” 
   HB 1140 requires that the Colorado Department of Health and Environment “include in its annual report any findings and recommendations to improve suicide prevention in the state.” 
Sponsor of HB 12-1140:  Representative Matt Jones, D-Boulder, 866-2920; and Senator Linda Newell, D-Arapahoe/Jefferson, 866-4846.
The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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